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BEAUMONT, TEXAS

Facts and Figures

Overview:
Chosen by fortune for glory, the world first knew Beaumont through "Spindletop," the oil field that proved petroleum could be found in quantities to supply the world.  The technology, industry and commerce that followed the petroleum bonanza grew and diversified until today Beaumont's oil industries resource the world.  With the oil discovery came the nation's industrial age and 600 oil companies.  Today, it is the region's largest city, a cultural crossroads, rich in history, art and culture.  Beaumont…Texas with A Little Something Extra.  The Cajuns call it Lagniappe, meaning a little something extra, which pretty much describes Beaumont.  The city's Bayou roots make it a combination of two colorful cultures ― Texas with Bayou influences.

Location:
Beaumont is located on Interstate 10, just 90 miles east of Houston and 25 miles from the Louisiana border.  It sits along the banks of the Neches River and is accessible by car, air, rail or even water.

Web site:

www.beaumontcvb.com

Time Zone:

Central Standard Time (observes Daylight Savings Time)

Elevation:
25 feet above sea level

Population:
112,000 – Beaumont,  245,000 – Jefferson County 
County:
Beaumont is the seat of Jefferson County

Climate:
Averages:


- Coldest month, January (52.5 F - 11 C)


- Hottest month, July (82 F - 28 C)


- Mean annual temperature (72 F)


- Annual rainfall, 57 inches

Miles to 

Beaumont:

Houston, TX


90




Louisiana Border


25




Shreveport, LA


210




Austin, TX


248




New Orleans, LA


260




San Antonio, TX


280




Corpus Christi, TX

307




Dallas, TX


325




El Paso, TX


832



Transportation:
- Southeast Texas Regional Airport (BPT)

Situated on more than 1,180 acres, the airport is served by Continental Express as well as private and executive aircraft.  The airport boasts a comfortable commercial terminal and lounge, and can accommodate charter flights with customs landing rights.


(409) 722-7599


(www.co.jefferson.tx.us/setra)

- Bus Service

Greyhound has scheduled service to Beaumont.


(409) 832- 2557


- Rail Service 


Amtrak 


(409) 866-3778
- Taxicabs, Limousine Service, Car Rentals and Tour Buses

A selection of these services is available both at the airport and around the city.

Accommodations:
Beaumont offers lodging accommodations to meet every budget and

need.  With more than 3,700 hotel rooms available in the city, 

travelers are sure to find the perfect place to stay.  The Beaumont 

Convention and Visitors Bureau Web site offers hotel listings.

Visit (www.beaumontcvb.com) for more information. 

Entertainment:
- One of Beaumont's newest sites is the historic Crockett Street Entertainment District located downtown.  The District offers everything from the Spindletop Restaurant to the Dixie Dance Hall, with a number of other dining places, clubs and bars to visit.

- The historic Renaissance Revival style Jefferson Theatre opened in 1927 as a movie theatre in 1995 the theatre underwent a $6.5million restoration effort. In 2004, it was named Texas’ Best Restoration by the Texas Downtown Association, and received a Restoration Award from Preservation Texas. Highlights include: an 18-foot diameter chandelier that replicates those found in the Palace of Versailles, Robert Morton Wonder Organ, is listed individually the National Register of Historic Places and is a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark. Visitors enjoy live performances and regular seasons of entertainment. (www.beaumont-tx-complex.com/jeffersontheatre)

- The Julie Rogers Theatre, recently renovated, is home to the Symphony of Southeast Texas as well as presentations by theBeaumont Civic Opera, the Beaumont Civic Ballet and the Beaumont Ballet Theatre. Concerts, theatrical productions, dance presentations, lectures, and large meetings are equally well served by this theatre, which has been declared an historic building.

(www.beaumont-tx-complex.com/julierogerstheatre)
- The Lamar University Theatre http://dept.lamar.edu/cofac/depttheatre/index.asp and the Beaumont Community Players (www.beaumontcommunityplayers.com) offer an abundance of entertainment every year. 
Museums:
Beaumont has been dubbed "The Museum Capital of Texas" with good reason.  Most notable are:

- Art Museum of Southeast Texas  located in downtown Beaumont, the museum provides education, inspiration and creative vision to the people of this culturally diverse region through collections, exhibitions, public programs and outreach in the visual arts.

(409) 832-3432

www.amset.org

- Babe Didrikson Zaharias Museum & Visitor Center  This museum pays tribute to Beaumont's hometown legend, Mildred "Babe" Didrikson Zaharias (1911-1956), the world's greatest woman athlete and Olympic gold-medalist.

(409) 833-4622

www.babedidricksonaharias.org
-Chambers House Museum—Built in 1906; the house was recently restored to interpret the years between 1920 and 1945.  The house has all of the original family furniture and artifacts that tell an intriguing story of this middleclass Beaumont family.
(409) 832-4010

www.chambershouse.org
- Edison Museum  Through interactive exhibits and more than 60 artifacts, the Edison Museum interprets the inventions and innovations of Thomas Alva Edison.

(409) 981-3089
www.edisonmuseum.org 
- Fire Museum of Texas  Home of the world's largest fire hydrant, where visitors can explore the history of the fire service and learn fire safety information in the interactive Fire Safety Activity Center.

(409) 880-3927

www.firemuseumoftexas.org 
- John Jay French Museum  An old-fashioned white fence, a sprawling green lawn and venerable oak trees adorned with ivy and vines surround the simple Greek revival-style home, which depicts the 19th-century life in East Texas.  The house was built in 1845 by merchant John Jay French as a trading post and tannery.

(409) 898-0348

www.jjfrench.com 
- McFaddin-Ward House  The magnificent Beaux-Arts Colonial-style home, which was built in 1906 and is on the National Register of Historic Places, transports the visitor to another era with a stately central staircase, Tiffany Glass, gleaming silver, Persian rugs, period china and crystal.  The McFaddin-Ward gardens encompass a city black and bloom seasonally.

(409) 832-2134

www.mcfaddin-ward.org 
- Spindletop/Gladys City Boomtown Museum  The oil discovery in 1901, when the Lucas Gusher blew in at Spindletop, ushered in the energy age, giving rise to major petroleum companies.  This replica of that boomtown captures the spirit of the Spindletop era with authentically based clapboard buildings and artifacts.
(409) 835-0823 

www.spindletop.org 
- Texas Energy Museum  Cinematic robots, depicting three generations of an oil field family, tell the colorful story of the petrochemical industry.  Designed to thrill, educate and enlighten all ages, this is the definitive exhibit of the Texas oil industry that traces the impact of the oil discovery in 1901, the present and into the future.

(409) 833-5100 

www.texasenergymuseum.org 
Meeting and

Event Venues:
Beaumont's robust hospitality industry and exceptional meeting and exhibition facilities make Beaumont the perfect choice for meetings of any type or size.  Beaumont distinguishes itself from other cities by the genuine hospitality of its people.  They call it Texas Friendly, Bayou Fun! The city's personal touch and heartfelt hospitality make Beaumont an extraordinary meeting and event destination.

- Beaumont Civic Center Complex  The complex is available for a concert tour, a convention, an exhibit show or a banquet and includes the Civic Center, the Julie Rogers Theatre, Riverfront Park and Fair Park Coliseum. Ample parking is available adjacent to the Complex.

(409) 838-3435
www.beaumont-tx-complex.com 

 * Civic Center - Trade shows and exhibitions are comfortable in the arena containing exhibit space on the ground level of 29,300 sq. ft., with an additional 12,000 sq. ft. on the upper level.  Reserved seating capacity for concerts is 6,500 with banquet seating for 2,000.  Complete catering and concession service is available.


* Julie Rogers Theatre - This magnificent facility is home to the Symphony of Southeast Texas as well as presentations by the Beaumont Civic Opera, the Beaumont Civic Ballet and the Beaumont Ballet Theatre.  Concerts, theatrical productions, dance presentations, lectures and large meetings are equally well served by the theatre.


* Riverfront Park - This spacious park overlooks the Neches River and is available for on-the-water boat shows, weddings, receptions and scenic photo shoots.  A miniature amphitheatre seats fifty and there is a fully equipped play area for children, an observation deck, and a small covered pavilion.  The park has accessible boat docks for pleasure craft and a scenic view of the Neches River.


* Fair Park Coliseum - An open air arena with a 125' wide by 250' long dirt floor, which is great for games and children's activities.  A professional catering staff can provide all your needs from snow cones to hot dogs, or whatever you desire.  The coliseum is home to rodeos, equestrian events and motor spectacular events.  Three barns are adjacent to the coliseum and warm-up arenas.


- Ford Park Event Center  The newest special event and entertainment venue in Southeast Texas is uniquely flexible for convention and sports facilities. Ford Park combines five venues: Ford Arena, Ford Exhibit Hall, Ford Fields, Ford Midway and Ford Pavilion.  The exhibit hall has 48,000 sq. ft. of exhibit space and is attached to the arena offering a combined 83,000 sq. ft. of space.  In addition to the Park's five venues, it also has a 121-space RV resort and a baseball academy on property.  An on-site regional visitor's center, the Ben J. Rogers Regional Visitors Center offers expert travel advice for a 9-county region. 

(409) 951-5400  


(www.fordpark.com) (www.bookfordpark.com)
* Ford Park Arena  A 35,000 square foot, 9,500-seat full-service entertainment and convention venue with in-house catering.

* Ford Exhibit Hall ― The hall includes a 48,000 sq. ft. exhibit floor, 11,000 sq. ft. pre-function space, 8 meeting rooms and business center.

* Ford Park Pavilion  an 18,000-seat outdoor amphitheater serving Southeast Texas and Southwest Louisiana, located on Interstate 10 in Beaumont.  The pavilion is available for concerts and trade shows, and serves a market of 1.5 million people within an hour's drive.

* Ford Fields ― 12 championship-caliber fields, all-weather infields, hard-covered stands with protective netting and one centralized gate.

* Ford Midway ― Nine acres of paved midway; 45,00 sq. ft. covered practice arena/show barn; 25,000 sq. ft. covered agriculture barn. 

Sports and

Recreation:
The city's mild climate provides a number of wonderful outdoor activities year round.  From camping and hunting to fishing and golf, recreational and sports opportunities abound around Beaumont!

Local Flavor:
One thing that is constant in this part of the country is that the food is as delicious as it is unusual ― everything from authentic Mexican to Cajun (spicy boudain, etouffé and boiled crawfish) to steaks to BBQ and quite often a mix of them all.  The Port of Beaumont serves as a United States and international crossroads, which contributes to Beaumont's diverse ethnicity and leads to a bounty of global cuisines, from Cajun seafood delicacies to sweet 'n smoky East Texas barbecue.

Must See 
- Big Thicket National Preserve – Just north of Beaumont is one of the most diverse
And Do
biospheres and has made the city a jumping-off place for nature tours, birding, kayaking, canoeing and hiking.  The Preserve consists of nine land units and six water corridors encompassing more than 97,000 acres.  It was the first Preserve in the National Park System and protects an area of rich biological diversity.  The visitor's centers offers interactive exhibits about the natural and cultural history of the Big Thicket region.  

(409) 951-6700


www.nps.gov/bith 
-Neches River – Spend the afternoon on board The Cardinal for a beautiful Neches River boat tour in departing from Riverfront Park in downtown Beaumont. 
(409) 880-8907

www.lulearn.net/elrc 
-Tyrrell Park – offers the Beaumont Botanical Gardens, but it also has the Binks Horticulture Center and the Warren Loose Conservatory, the second largest conservatory in Texas.  (409) 835-0644
www.beaumontbotanicalgardens.com 
- Gator Country Adventure Park & Café – is one of the newest and most unique attractions in Beaumont’s bayou area. Most recently, Gator Country is the star of a new CMT reality television show called “Gator 911”.  Over 130 alligators thrive in the three ponds at Gator Country, creating the perfect, safe place for viewing the malicious creatures in their natural habitats, ensuring both an entertaining and educational experience. Hours are seasonal. 
(409) 794-9453. (www.gatorrescue.com/)
- Shangri La Botanical Gardens & Nature Center – Nine garden rooms along with four sculpture rooms will allow visitors the opportunity to see more than 300 species of plants, and the world-class Nature Center includes a Nature Discovery Center, a laboratory, and three outdoor classrooms located deep in the cypress swamp. Also located in Shangri La is an Orientation Center with an Exhibit Hall, Discovery Theater, Children’s Garden, Exhibition Greenhouses, Café, and Garden Store. The combination of gardens and nature at Shangri La presents a serene oasis for retreat and renewal, as well as the opportunity to explore, discover and learn.
(409) 670-9113

www.shangrilagardens.org 
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BEAUMONT

"TEXAS WITH A LITTLE SOMETHING EXTRA"

HISTORY AND OVERVIEW

Chosen by fortune for glory, the world first knew Beaumont through “Spindletop,” the oil field that proved petroleum could be found in quantities to supply the world. The technology, industry and commerce that followed the petroleum bonanza grew and diversified until today Beaumont's oil industries resource the world. Yet, traces of those days of great oil wealth remain in an abundance of elegant homes, a dedication to the performing arts, a plethora of museums, eminent hospitals, and a university system working in partnership with industry.  And just for the fun of it, Beaumont residents at play have the Big Thicket National Preserve, fresh and salt‑water lakes, and Texas gulf coast beaches within a short distance.

THAT WILDCATTER SPIRIT
The Third Congress of the Republic of Texas chartered Beaumont on December 16, 1838. Beaumont was established in 1835 along the banks of the Neches River, seven years before Texas gained U.S. statehood. The first visitors were fur trappers from France and Spain in the early 1800s.  Beaumont soon became a lumbering, cattle and timber town and the economic center of east Texas.
In 1892, the Gladys City Company was formed to drill for oil on the city's south side. Beaumont became of age January 10, 1901 when the first great oil well in the world, the Anthony F. Lucas Gusher, blew in at Spindletop. At the turn of the century, the population was 8,500.  Within 30 days after the discovery of oil at Spindletop, the population exploded to 30,000 people. 

Along with discovery came the nation's industrial age and 600 oil companies, including petrochemical giants Guffey Petroleum Co. (Gulf, now Chevron), the Texas Co. (now Texaco/Star Enterprises), Standard Oil (Exxon) and Magnolia Petroleum Co.(Mobil), which has merged into Exxon‑Mobil. Beaumont grew from a city of 10,000 before the boom to 50,000 by 1903.

BEAUMONT TODAY

Today  112,000 people call Beaumont “Texas with a little something extra” home, and is the region's largest city and the seat of Jefferson County.  It's a natural and cultural crossroads, rich in history and offering the best of many worlds to visitors...just 90 miles from Houston, 280 miles from San Antonio, 25 miles from the Louisiana border and 260 miles from New Orleans.  Feature Attractions include Gator Country Adventure Park, Spindletop/Gladys City Boomtown Museum, The McFaddin-Ward House, The Downtown Beaumont Museum & Entertainment District, Ford Park Event Center, Lamar University, and The Historic Jefferson Theater.
MUSEUMS & ATTRACTIONS

Commonly referred to as the ‘Museum Capital of Texas,” Beaumont is peppered with museums specializing in everything from honoring the great female sports legend  Babe Didrikson Zaharias to celebrating the work of its fire fighters with the Fire Museum of Texas, home of the original World’s Largest Fire Hydrant. The gusher that changed the world first began by spreading prosperity throughout the families and residents of Beaumont.  Spindletop-Gladys City Boomtown is a replica of the town that developed shortly after the famous Lucas Gusher erupted in 1901.  The Texas Energy Museum also highlights the oil and gas industry with interactive exhibits, educational storytelling and robotic characters that speak of early oil field life.  The museum is complete with original Spindletop historical drilling equipment. 
The McFaddin‑Ward house, built in 1907, takes visitors back to a period of debutantes, timeless beauty and grace.  The house remains virtually unchanged since its construction and contains many original furnishings and other alluring collectibles. This historical home offers an intimate look into the life of a family who accumulated considerable wealth in the business of cattle, rice farming, milling and in the famous oil industry. Two other must-see historic house museums are The Chambers House and John J French House. Both represent a treasure trove of artifacts and changing period exhibits. 
LEGENDS MADE HERE
Many famous people have called Beaumont their hometown, such legends include: The Big Bopper, Janis Joplin, artist Robert Rauschenberg and country music stars Mark Chesnutt and Clay Walker. The region is the birthplace of music legends George Jones, J.P. Richardson and Tracy Byrd as well as the world’s Greatest Female Athlete, Babe Didrikson Zaharias.
A NATURAL ATTRACTION

Outdoor lovers seek the natural pleasures of the internationally renowned Big Thicket National Preserve and Village Creek State Park, a hot spot for canoeing, fishing, birding and hiking. The Neches River runs through downtown Beaumont is one of the last wild rivers and is accessible to tourist onboard The Cardinal River Boat.  Part of the Great Texas Birding Trail – Big Thicekt Loop, Beaumont is a hotspot for birding. Pleasure Island, Sea Rim State Park and High Island are home to countless bird species and wildlife. Visitors worldwide interested in birding, fishing or crabbing flock to the area year round. Boating, hunting, swimming and various outdoor activities provide year round entertainment for guests and locals.

FLAVOR

Beaumont and the southeast Texas region are famous for eclectic cuisine. Bordered by Louisiana, Beaumont’s Cajun influences are mixed with tasty Tex‑Mex and savory southeast Texas tradition.  Favorites include Barbecue Crabs, Boudain, Crawfish, Seafood Gumbo, dock‑fresh Gulf Seafood, legendary Pork Sandwiches, smoked BBQ Brisket… and much more.

LOCATION
Because Beaumont is a hub city, you can plan to arrive here via highway, air, rail or even water. We are conveniently located on Interstate 10, just 90 miles from Houston, 280 miles from San Antonio, 25 miles from the Louisiana border, 260 miles from New Orleans, and approximately 35 miles north of the Gulf of Mexico. Continental Express serves the regional Jefferson County Airport (BPT), with worldwide connections available in nearby Houston.  For train transportation, Beaumont is on the Amtrak route.  

Located along the banks of the Neches River, the area is a natural resource basin producing oil, gas and salt.  A healthy agricultural economy includes rice, soybean, blueberries, crawfish, wheat, grain sorghum and livestock.  In addition to having one of the world's largest refining and petrochemical complexes, The Port of Beaumont ranks number four in the United States in total ship tonnage handled.  Other industries include shipyards, lumber, pulp and paper mills, and rice mills.  Beaumont has also become a source of sophisticated medical instruments and precision industrial equipment. 
For more information on building a personalized Beaumont getaway package, please call the Beaumont Convention and Visitors Bureau at 1-800-392-4401 or visit www.beaumontcvb.com. 
505 Willow Street Beaumont, Texas 77701           www.beaumontcvb.com            409-880-3749   800-392-4401
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